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Health Policy and Legislative Agenda

111th Congress, 2nd Session

The Association of Rehabilitation Nurses (ARN) is a professional nursing organization, with more than 5,400 nurses.  ARN promotes and advances professional rehabilitation nursing practice through education, advocacy, collaboration, and research to enhance the quality of life for those affected by disability and chronic illness.  The following are ARN’s legislative priorities for the 2nd Session of the 111th Congress.
ARN respectfully calls on the U.S. Congress and the White House to:  (1) Bolster the nation’s nursing workforce to safeguard public health; (2) Support rehabilitation research and education; (3) Support continued funding of the Traumatic Brain Injury Act; and (4) Support the passage of the Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act.
Bolster the Nations’ Nursing Workforce
According to the Department of Health and Human Services, the Nursing Workforce Development programs at the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) support the recruitment, education, and retention of an estimated 36,750 nurses.  A report issued by HRSA, Projected Supply, Demand, and Shortages of Registered Nurses: 2000-2020, predicts that the nursing shortage is expected to grow to 41 percent by 2020.
Recommendation:  ARN strongly supports the national nursing community’s request of $267.3 million in FY 2011 funding for Nursing Workforce Development programs at HRSA.  ARN believes the best outcomes in rehabilitation practice are achieved through a highly-educated, well-trained, experienced nursing workforce.
Support Increased Funding for Rehabilitation and Nursing Research 
The National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR) works to create cost-effective and high-quality health care through both basic and clinical research.  The broad mandate of NINR includes seeking to prevent and delay disease and disability, to improve the settings in which care is administered, and to ease the issues associated with rehabilitation and disability.  The National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) provides leadership and support for a comprehensive program of research related to the rehabilitation of individuals with disabilities.  All of NIDRR’s programmatic efforts are aimed at improving the lives of individuals with disabilities from birth through adulthood.
Recommendation:  ARN respectfully requests $160 million in funding for NINR in FY 2011 to continue its work to create cost-effective and high-quality health care through basic and clinical research.  ARN also urges Congress to provide the maximum possible funding level for NIDRR in FY 2011.  
Support an Increase in Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Funding
According to the Brain Injury Association of America, in the civilian population, there are approximately 1.5 million American children and adults with long-term/severe disability, as a result of traumatic brain injury (TBI).  In the ranks of our armed services, it is estimated that 20% of returning soldiers from Iraq and Afghanistan may have suffered from brain injuries.  This means that, possibly, upwards of 150,000 American troops have been, or will be, impacted by TBI, as a result of ongoing combat operations. 
Recommendation:  ARN urges Congress to support continued funding for TBI initiatives, such as:
· $10  million for the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention TBI Registries and Surveillance, Prevention, and National Public Education/Awareness;
· $8 million for the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA Federal TBI State Grant Program); and
· $4 million for the HRSA Federal TBI Protection & Advocacy (P&A) Systems Grant Program

Support the Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act (H.R. 2575 / S. 3223)
The Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act (H.R. 2575 / S. 3223) specifically addresses the needs of the more than 1,800,000 people living in the United States with limb loss, such as the elderly, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans, and those living with chronic illnesses.  In coming years, the number of amputations in the United States is expected to increase, as a result of the rising incidences of diabetes and other chronic illnesses.  This legislation addresses these issues by amending the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA) to require a group health plan that provides medical and surgical benefits as well as benefits for prosthetic devices and components and orthotic devices to offer such prosthetic and orthotic coverage in the same manner as applicable to medical and surgical benefits.  
Recommendation:  ARN urges Congress to pass the Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act, which authorizes medical and surgical benefits for amputees.
If you have additional questions about these issues please contact ARN’s Health Policy Associate, Jeremy Scott (202/230-5197, jeremy.scott@dbr.com).
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