IT’S TIME TO BUILD CAPACITY TO MEET MOUNTING HEALTH NEEDS
March 17, 2010
Dear Member of Congress:  

Congress has made historic strides toward comprehensive health system change—which begins, not ends, with health reform legislation. The U.S. Public Health Service and its myriad programs are essential for improving health and health care through greater access, higher quality, lower costs, improved safety, faster cures, and ultimately, healthier people. Recognizing this critical responsibility, Congress and the Administration have made public health a priority, working to strengthen segments of the public health infrastructure through modest increases in health agencies’ annual budgets and, most notably, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The undersigned organizations deeply appreciate your efforts in this regard. 

Nevertheless, the public health system requires additional support after years of underinvestment. We are concerned that our already fragile public health infrastructure lacks the capacity to support mounting health needs under the weight of an ongoing recession, an aging population, a health workforce shortage, and persisting declines in health status. 

The FY 2011 budget provides an opportunity to increase momentum for health reform by building on previous investments in the U.S. Public Health Service and making capacity created by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act permanent. With sustained and stable investment, the public health continuum will keep America healthy and “bend the cost curve” by preventing costly chronic diseases, stemming the cause of disability, including behavioral and developmental disorders, identifying the most effective treatments, discovering new therapies and cures, developing a robust health workforce, and protecting our food and drug supply.  

The undersigned organizations believe that discretionary public health programs require $67.1 billion in FY 2011 to support our nation’s mounting health needs (calculation sheet attached).  Specifically, this $9.3 billion increase over FY 2010 levels would bolster:  
· Biomedical and Behavioral Research: Building on the momentum emerging from strategic investments in scientific discovery, which will lead to new early screenings and treatments for health challenges. Moreover, sustained long-term investment in research is contributing to economic revitalization in communities nationwide and vital to the nation’s long-term competitiveness. 

· Disease Prevention and Health Promotion:  Improving state and community-based prevention and early intervention activities that address costly chronic diseases, infectious diseases, including those that are becoming increasingly drug-resistant, strengthening public health capacity and ensuring those with disabilities reach their highest potential in function and health.

· Access to Safety Net Health Care Services:  Assuring access to basic and targeted health care services for the rapidly growing numbers of Americans who lack health insurance as recession-related unemployment increases. 

· Health Professions Education:  Assuring that there is a well-trained, diverse health and public health workforce to serve as the foundation for the nation’s health care system

· Mental Health and Substance Abuse:  Assuring access to needed mental health and substance abuse services for hundreds of thousands who must wait months for care, including Veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan; reducing the 15-20 year lag from bench to bedside of promising new treatments.

· Health Services Research:  Building the evidence needed to ensure patients get the right care at the right time, every time; providing decision makers with information that will help control unsustainable costs.

· Health care for American Indians and Alaska Natives:  Reversing current health disparities for this population that now suffers a life expectancy that is four years lower than the general population. 

· Food and Drug Safety:  Assuring the nation has a safe food supply and a safe and effective supply of drugs and medical devices.  

Our recommendation does not include, but rather is over and above, emergency funding requests.    

We thank you for your ongoing support of the public health continuum, and look forward to working with you. If you have questions, please contact Emily J. Holubowich, Executive Director of the Coalition for Health Funding, at  eholubowich@dc-crd.com or 202.484.1100.  

Sincerely, 
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