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ARN Supports the Passage of the 
The Association of Rehabilitation Nurses (ARN) is a professional nursing organization, with more than 5,400 nurses.  ARN promotes and advances professional rehabilitation nursing practice through education, advocacy, collaboration, and research to enhance the quality of life for those affected by disability and chronic illness.

The Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act (H.R. 2575 / S. 3223)
The Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act was introduced by Representative Robert E. Andrews (NJ-1) and Senators Snowe (R-ME) and Harkin (D-IA).  These bills address the needs of more than 1,800,000 people living in the United States with limb loss.  In 2010, 155,000 people will undergo surgery to receive an amputation.  This number is only expected to escalate, as a result of the rate of diabetes, chronic illnesses, and as combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan continue. 
Unfortunately, even with the consistent rise in amputees in the U.S., insurance companies have not met the healthcare demands of those suffering from limb loss.  Prosthetic care benefit packages offered by insurance companies are often too low to obtain a prosthesis; when one is provided, they often limit beneficiaries to one per lifetime.  Adult amputees will need an average of one replacement every five years, while children will need replacements even more frequently.

The Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act aims to address these issues by:

· Amending the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA) to require a group health plan that provides medical and surgical benefits as well as benefits for prosthetic devices and components and orthotic devices to offer such prosthetic and orthotic coverage in the same manner as applicable to medical and surgical benefits. 
· Prohibiting prosthetic benefits from being subject to separate or more restrictive financial requirements, or more restrictive treatment limitations.
· Limiting required benefits for prosthetic devices and custom orthotic devices and related services to the most appropriate model that adequately meets the medical requirements of the patient and requiring benefits to include repairs and replacements as determined appropriate by the treating physician.

· Prohibiting any annual or lifetime dollar limitation on benefits for prosthetic devices and custom orthotic devices and related services unless such limitation applies in the aggregate to all benefits.
ARN strongly supports this legislation and looks forward to working with Congress.
Recommendation:  ARN urges Congress to pass the Prosthetic(s) and Custom Orthotic(s) Parity Act, which authorizes medical and surgical healthcare benefits for amputees.

If you have additional questions about these issues, please contact ARN’s Health Policy Associate, Jeremy Scott (202/230-5197,  jeremy.scott@dbr.com). 
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